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A Storm VIEW of a Diſpute between the 
Merchants of London, Briſtol, and Liverpool, 
a2 the Advocates of @ Joint- Stock Compan _ 

concerning the Regulation of the African Trade. 
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| HAVE received your Favour of the 1 FRY In- 

ſtant, with the Short View of the Diſpute, 
Cc. and you deſire me to furniſh you as ſoon 
a is 17 may be with my Remarks on that Per- 
formance. 

1 ſhall ee begin with the Title: page, eln the 
Candor whereof I apprehend ſome Judgment may be 
formed as to the fair Reaſoning of the Work itſelf : It 
is called ¶ Diſpute between the Merchants of Lotpox, 
Briſtol, and Leverpool, and the  Advocktes of a New, 


1 Company : And it appeats t to me, that this 
) A 2 - Title 


k 
$ 


N 


; Title 18 Salach with a View to W id; deceive | 


Gentlemen into a Belief, as if all, or the major Part, . of 
the Merchants and ethers. concerned in the Trade to 


Africa from the City and Port of London, had unani- 
moufly joined with the Merchants of Briſtol and Li ver pool 
againſt aJoint- Stock Company; which, if I am rightly in- 


formed, is abſolutely falſe. 


For, in the Papers laid before the Lords of rade, T7 
figd, Two Plans or Schemes, No. HI. and Ne, IV. faid. 


to come from the Merchants of London. The Sudſcribers 


to the Plan, Ne. III. declare their, Opinion openly and 


honeſtly to be for a Company with a Joint-Stock, as 


the cg, end my Means for preſerving and ſecuringyt 


Any; this Nation ate in the Trade 40 4frige 5. nf he | 
ſamèe dis Fane Ay e 


upon the Exchange of London. 


everal of the moſt eminent Merchants 


The other Ne. IV. is called a . from ſeveral 


African Merchants and Traders. of the. City of London, 


againſt a Joint · Stoek Company ; and among the Subſcribers 
to the ſame, I find the Names of the Agents for Briſtol 


and Liverpool, and others who have private and perſonal 


Intereſts and Connexions with thoſe Places: And hence 


1 think I am authorized to conclude, that this Scheme 


was concerted and. drawn up either at Briſtol or Liver 
pool, and then ſent up to their Agents here; to get as 
many Hands to it as they could; but cannot look upon it | 


in any Shape as the Senſe of the Merchants intereſted in 
the Proſperity of the City of London. For, tho 1 have 
long obſerved. a mypſt aſtoniſhing. I had almoſt ſaid an un-- 


pardonable, Negle& and — all our moſt emi- 
nent Merchants, with regard to the low and languiſhing 
Condition in which this moſt valuable Btanck of our 


National Trade hath been ſuffered to eontinne for many 


Wan pal; yet I cannot — . that, — 
| or 


. 
of Bondon, they ate capable of being ſo fat iniidoted 
upon, as to join in any Scheme tending to weaken ot 
expofe the Britiſd Intereſt in general in Afriea to the 
Ravages and Eneroachments of foreign Nations, or to 
deprive the City of London of a due Share and Interefb 
in the African Trade, and; conſequently, in that to our 
Colonies and Plantations in America, which are and muſt 
be the natural and unavoidable Conſequences of ſuch an open 
Scheme. Iwould not be miſunderſtood by this, as if I meant 
to reflect upon the Characters of any of the Perſons that 
ſigned this Memorial; 1 am well informed, that many of 
them ate Gentleman of fair Characters and great Reputa- 
tion: But I take notice of it here only to ſhew in the 
firſt place, how frail the beſt of Men may be, where pri · 
vate Intereſt and perſonal Vie ws uſurp the Aſcendant; aud, 
in the next, how little Candor and fair Reaſoning is na- 
turally to be expected from a Work recommended to e 
Peruſal of Gentlemen under ſuch an inſidious Title. 
The Author begins his Pamphlet with a grave Air, in 
theſe Words: © 'In the preſent Diſpute, ſuys he, between 
« the ſeparate Traders to Africa, and the Adhetents of 
E 6e * bin. Stock Company, I find Three Principles, which 
oth admit in Words; and were theſe fully explained, 
4 — Argument between them might be E into a 
% very narrow Compaſs. . 
They both allow, 
4 Firſt, That the Forts and ee now Fa the 
* Poſſeſſion of the e ppb ought to be =p? 
GE 
: Grip, That the Trade, on no aceount whatloeyer, 
- 5 1 be i a open 
4 E. e Trade onght 10 5 re and 
* wal us e 8 gk: * 
7; ce Ihe 
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[6] 
e The Two firſt Princip les (continues he) admit of no 
« Ambiguity.” Upon ig therefore, and more eſpe- 
cially upon the firſt, which the ſeparate Traders have 
never ceaſed: to diſpute for more than Fifty Years paſt, I 
moſt ſincerely congratulate them. But if they are really 
ſincere in their Converſion, could they not find out a 
fourth Principle, to which every honeſt Man concerned 
in this Controverſy ought to bear ſome ſort. of Teſti- 
mony ; namely, That the preſent, Company have an un- 
doubted-Property in the faid Forts and Settlements ; | and 
that, before they can be diveſted of them, in favour of any 
new Set of Men, they have a Right to, be paid an, ade- 
quate Conſideration for the ſame; and more eſpecially as 
they ſtand pledged, as I may ſay, to their Creditors, for a 
very large Debt? Or do they, hy their Silence upon this 
Head, expect that the Parliament ſhould ſtrip the Com- 
pany, ot their Creditors, of their ee in order to 
make a Preſent of them , afterwards to them, ot to any 
other new Set of Men? I know not what Chimæras any low | 
and ſelfiſh Perſon or Perſons may flatter themſelves with; 
but the, preſent Company haye the Satisfaction to xefleR, - 
that, when this, Matter was under the Conſideration of. 
the Honourable Houſe gf Commong laſt Seſſion, they 
were pleaſed to receiye and to approve of the Com · 
pany's Propoſals for the Surrender of their Property in 
Africa, if found neceſlary ; and, in purſuance thereof, they 
agreed and reſolved, Nemine contradicente, That, when- 
ever the Company could be diveſted of their. Property: 
in Africa, they would give a reaſonable Equivalent for. 
their Property, ſubject, in, the firſt-place, to the Payment 
of all their juft and bona fide Debts. Ang this being the: 
Caſe, I think it altogether immaterial, What the þ 
ments s of any other Perſon may be on this Head. 


[71 
| But further : Are theſe the only Principles to be at- 
tended. to in this Diſpute? Surely not: What think you 
of the Power and Pretenſions of the Hollanders in and to 
ſome Parts of Africa ? What think you of the late arbitrary 
| Proceedings and Encroachments of the French on other 
Parts of the ſame Coaſt Have you never heard or read, how 
the Hollanders claim an, excluſive Right to all that Part 
which extends from Cape Palmas to Cape Lopez ? 
How, in virtue of this Claim, they lately deſtroyed o 
Portugueſe Settlement upon the Iſland of Coriſco in the 
Bight ? How, in Virtue of the fame Claim, they ſeized 
and confiſcated ail ſuch Engliſh Ships as they found 
trading within thoſe Limits, x2 A the preſent Company 
ſet Bounds to their Inſolence? In a Word, have you 
neyer heard how they have not only. frequently hired At- 
mies of Negroes to block up and deſtroy our Forts by 
Land, and emploz ed their Cruiſers to inſult our Ports 
by Sea, but how, even. at this very time, they are en- 
deavouring to deprive us of the Landing - Place at Com- 
menda, which has always been common to both Nations; 
and without Which, the Exgliſb Fort there may be as 
well demoliſhed as kept up. Then, as to the Hrench, do 
you not know that the Royal Grants of the Kings of 
England of the Coaſt of Africa to their Subjects are 
many: Years prior, in point of Form as well as Time, to 
1 any of thoſe made by the French Kings to their Subjects; 
1 and yet that they, being ſupported. in. their Claims, 
F: "have arbitrarily taken upon themſelves to exclude us 
from the Gum Coaſt, and to ſeize and confiſcate all 
* Engl 4 05 Ships as they meet with between Cape 
Lance. the River Gambia; and not only ſo, but 
_ that they. now pretend to claim a ht to Trade at 
Anamaboe, in Sight of Cape Coaft od our. chief Set- 
tlement on ,the, Col Coaſt, where, the, Company ſtil 
have 
Is: | 


—_— N 
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Rave ſüfficient ne of genuss, but ne power nor 
Eneouragement to aſſert it, for Gold and Negroes, to 
the irreparable Damage of this Kingdom, and of her 
mot valuable Colonies and Plantations in America? 

I know, Sir, your Heart is warm in the Intereſt of 
your Country: Tell me then, I beſeech you, fairly and 
freely, whether, in a Diſpute concerning the Settlement 
and Preſeryation of fo very eſſential a Branch of our fo- 
"reign Trade as that to Africa, the Intereſt, the Preten- 
ions, and the Efforts of thoſe Two Nations, to engroſs 
the Whole, or at leaſt as much of it as they can, into 
their own Hands, are not Points more effential, and 
more worthy of the Conſideration. of the ſupreme Powers 
of this Kingdom, than any little private lucrative Views 

of this or that trading Port or Borough of this King- 
dom Does Holland claim a Right to the whole Trade to 
Spain, excluſive of the Engliſh, and all the other Nations 
of Europe? Or, does France preſume to ſeize and con- 
fiſeate any of our Ships trading in the Ports of Mu: 
couy? Or, are there any Treaties of Commerce ſubſiſt- 
ing between the King of Great. Britain and the Kings 
on the Banks of the River Gambia, or thoſe bordering 
on the Gold-Coaft of Africa? If any. ſuch there are, 
they muſt be depoſited among the Archives of 7 
or Liverpool; and if ſo, let them be forthwith pro 
duced; or let the ſeparate Trader, from this time for- 
ward, ceaſe to impoſe upon Gentlemen, by contending 
for a free and open Trade to Africa, without a Joint- 
Stock Company to protect them therein, by Arguments 
drawn from the Practice and Circumſtances of Trade cate 
ried on between one civilized Nation and another. 

To me, Sir, it would be exceeding irkſome, to rake 
dato the Heaps of Dirt and Scandal which the ſeparate 
Traders and their Orators Dy. ſtuff their E 4 

"4 ver 
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verſial Papers with. They are all not only falſe in Fad, 
-but foreign to the Points in Queſtion, were they true: 

And therefore 1 am perſuaded that you will agree with 
me, that they deſerve no other Anſwer but Contempt. 
But here and there I meet with ſome other things 
in this Maſter-piece, which I cannot ſo ſlightly paſs 
over. 

« The Company (ays this Writer) pay Ground-rent 
ce for their Forts, and give Salaries to the principal In- 
e habitants of the Towns ſituated under them, with 
ce this expreſs Stipulation, That all the Trade brought 
<« into thoſe Towns from the Inland Country, ſhall be 

carried to the Forts only; that the Company limits 
- ** the ie of- Negroes at their Forts to 20/. a Slave, 
« when Ships in their Road are giving from 281. to 
« 32/.; and that the Company's Servants ſeize all ſuch 
% Goods as are bronght aſhore clandeſtinely from ſuch 
« Ships, where-cver they can find them; purſuant to the 
4 conſtant Practice among the Dutch and Engliſh, ever 
* ſince the Company was eſtabliſhed.” And to this let 
me add, That the Company's own perfidious Servants, 
who are allow'd ſufficient Salaries and Commiſſions to 
encourage them to be honeſt, are generally the chief 
Perſons concerned in this ſmuggling and illicit Trade, in 
Violation of the Oaths and Covenants which they volun- 
tarily took and entered into with the Company at home, 
upon their being firſt admitted into their Service. 
' Now, if this Writer will undertake to vindicate the 
laſt Part, I will engage to clear up all the reſt. | 

'For, during the Continuance of the 10 per Cent. Act, 
and ever ſince, the ſeparate Traders have conſtantly made 
Anamaboe the Rendezvous of their. Ships, and the only 
Mart for their Trade on the Go/d-Coaft; and the Prices 
they gave for Negroes on board of their Ships, always ſo 
01979 | oy far 
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[ 70 |] 
far exceeded that given atthe Forts, that it was morethan a 
ſufficient Bait tomake all the Black Traders. and Brokers 
flock to Anamaloe, from one End of the Goid-Coaft to 
the other with their Slaves; ſo that the Maſters of pri- 
vate Ships never could want, never claimed, never pre- 
tended to trade in any of tha Towns or Roads of any 
of the others Forts: All that they ever wanted or deſired 
of the Company was only Protection in caſe of need, 
_ againſt Pirates and Enemies at Sea, and ſometimes of Supplies 
of Wood, Water, Negro-Proviſions, Ships Stores, and other 
Neceſſaries for their Voyages; and let this Writer declare 
whether the Company's Agents had not always the moſt 
poſitive and expreſs Orders to aſſiſt them accordingly in 
the beſt manner they could. Upon the whole therefore 
I appeal to the Candor of any one of the Briſtol or Lever- 
pool Merchants themſelves, whether, ſuppoſing he had 
been the Proprietor of Cape Coaſt Caſtle, and another 
private Trader had applied to him for Leave to bring 
his Goods on Shore, and, for his particular Convenience 
and Diſpatch, to give the Blacks 28 J. or 321. for Ne- 
groes, when he himſelf gave but 20/7. it would have been 
a reaſonable Requeſt on one Side, or fit for him to 
comply with it on the other? * oats ni, HOT) 
From this Specimen, let the Reader judge of the Can- 
dor, or to ſpeak without a Figure, of the Rancor and Ma- 
lice of this Writer, not only againſt the Company, but 
againſt the true Intereſt of this Kingdom! He acknowleges 
that to grant ſuch-a Liberty as he contends for, would 
ſpeedily terminate in the utter Ruin of the Company; 
and if ſo, would any honeſt Man plead or cofitend for 
it? He muſt farther acknowlege, that to grant ſuch a Li- 
berty, would inſtantly raiſe the Value of Negroes at the 
Company's Forts to the:like exorbitant Prices, which are 
given by the private Traders at Anamaboe, occaſioned al- 
5 together 


f.ar ] | 

together by the Competion of the Maſters of private Ships 
with one another; but is ſuch a Thing. to be wiſhed or 
deſired for the Intereſt of this Kingdom, or for the Bene- 
fit or Encouragement of our Colonies and Plantations in 
America? The great Complaint of the Planters is the. 
Dearneſs of Negroes at Anamaboe, which makes them 
come ſo dear to them in the Plantations, that few. can 
afford ro purchaſe enough of them to cultivate and im- 
prove their Lands to the full Extent they are capable of. 
But what ſays our Author to all this? Why, rather than 
not ſee the preſent Company ruined, nothing leſs will ſa- 
tisfy him, but to introduce ſuch a new Method of Trade, 
as muſt raiſe the Value of Negroes at the Company's 
Forts to the ſame exorbitant Price, which the ſeparate 
Traders have all along paid for them at Anamaboe : In ſhort, 
the private Traders have, for many Years paſt, enjoyed the 
Liberty of reſorting to Anamaboe, and of bidding, and 
raiſing the Prices of Negroes upon one another there, to 
the Ruin of many of their Owners here at Home: And 
now nothing leſs will ſatisfy this angry Writer, but to in- 
troduce the like Diſorder, Anarchy. and Confuſion eyery 
where on the Coaſt of Africa. Whether this has any 
Tendency to promote the Intereſt of this Kingdom, or of 
her Colonies and Plantations in America, let the World 
judge. 

There is another Article i in this Controveriy, which re- 
quires to be more fairly ſtated, and more thoroughly con- 
ſidered than this Author has thought fit to do; and. it re- 
lates to the annual Charges of keeping the Company's. 
Forts and Caſtles in Africa, in a defenſible and reſpectable 
Condition. It is agreed, fays he, that the Trade, on no 
Account whatſoever, ought to be taxed,” It is ſo 5 and 
the Company, for. more than Twenty Years paſt, have in- 
008 * this Principle, as much as any of tne ſeparate 
B 2 Traders ; 


[ 12] 


Traders; and, it was upon this Principle, that in the 


| Year 1730, the Parliament was prevailed upon to grant 


any Allowance at all towards this Charge: So that the 
Queſtion now is not about the Thing, but about the 
Quantum which may be neceſlary to be allowed in future. 


The Company, from many Years Experience, aſſert that 


this Charge cannot be defrayed, and the Forts ſupported as 


they ought tobe, for leſs than 20900 J. per Annum, Ster- 


ling Money ; and that for a reaſonable Term of Years. 
Now the Meaning of their asking it for a Term of Years, - 


Was to prevent the Expences and Uncertainties of annual 


Applications to Parliament, as well as many otherInconveni- 


_ ences, which this Author is, as well acquainted with as I am. 


The Company's Eſtimates is now printed among the Pa- 
pers laid before the honourable Houſe of Commons, from 


the Lords Commiſlioners of Trade and Plantations. And 
it appears, from thence, that the higheſt: Salary, allowed 


to any Perfon, does not exceed Ten Shilling per Diem; 


and that the whole Number of White Men amounts to 
little more than one Man to a Gun. The Company well 
knew that Men of Credit and Reputation could never be 


prevailed upon to go abroad to ſuch a Climate to act as 
Governors, Chiefs of our Forts, Factors, and Writers, upon 
ſuch poor Encouragements; and therefore they limited 
their Eſtimate to the bare Charges of a military Eſtabliſh- 
ment; and rather than be thought unreaſonable in their 
Eſtimate, to agree to allow extraordinary Salaries and Com- 
miſſions: to their ſuperior Officers, out of the Profits of 
their own Trade. But notwithſtanding all their Care and 
Caution in this reſpect, our Author ſteps forth, and aſſerts, 


that even admitting that the Company were to cxpend 
20900 J. on their Forts and Settlements ; yet that as the 
greateſt Part of this Expence will be in Africa, there will 
de a Saving of 50 per Cent. upon the whole Sum amounting 

* | | — 


L 73 ] 
to 6967 J. And confequently that 13933 J. Sterling Mo- 
ney, would be ſufficient to defray the Whole Charge. But 
here he miſtakes the Matter intirely. The Company's Eſti- 
mate is made upon the Foot of Sterling Money only, and 
excluſive of the Difference of Exchange between the 
Engliſh and Coaſt Prices of Goods : That is, it is made 
upon the Foot of Sterling Money, paid in England, for 
Soldiers, Artificers, Stores, and other Neceſſaries and Ma- 
_ terials, and of Arcania Gold paid away in Africa, at 4“. 

per Ounce: And the Exchange or Profit made upon ſuch 

Part of the ſaid annual Allowance as are to be inveſted 
in Goods for Sale in Africa, to purchaſe the ſaid Arcana 
Gold with, is allowed in lieu of Freight, Inſurance, Da- 
mages, and all other Charges, attending the Tranſportation 
of every-thing to Africa; and for which therefore nothing 
is charged to the Goyernment in the Company's Eſtimate : 
and when any Man that knows how to make. out a fair 
Eſtimate upon this Foot, rightly conſiders the whole; I am 
convinced, that he will readily grant, that the Company's is 
as low and moderate as any reaſonable Man can deſire. 
But to ſtate this Matter, for once, in his own Way: He 
' aſſerts that 13933 J. in Sterling Money, will at 5o per Cent. 

adyance, produce 20900 J. Coaſt Money; which I readily 
grant, provided the whole Sum was to be inveſted in Mer- 
cChantable Goods in England, and he could get them tran(- 
ported upon Eagles Wings to Africa, without any Loſs, 
Damage, or Hazard by the Way. But whoever will con- 
ſider, that out of his Sum Two Fifth-Parts muſt be de- 
ducted for Materials, Stores, Soldiers, Artificers, and other 
Neceſſaries provided in England, and for Freight, In- 
ſurance, and other incidental Charges of Tranſportation, 
he will then find that there will remain not much above 
3 0oco J. to be inveſted in Goods and Merchandize, upon 
which only any Profit can be made in Africa: But how 
| : out 
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out of ſuch a Sum as this, all the Charges payable i in Africa, 
according the Company's Eſtimate, can be defrayed z3 would, 
I fear, puzzle the beſt Accountant to make out. 

To conclude, as this Writer's whole Aim ſeems to be, 
not ſo much to inform Gentlemen as to miſlead them; | 
not ſo much to fave the publick Money, as to embaraſs 
and perplex the Argument; and by that means to prevent 


: a proper and ſpeedy Settlement of this bleeding Trade ; 


I believe the Reader will think it high time that we ſhall 
take leave of ſuch Squabbles, and turn our Thoughts to 


other things of a more uſeful and agrecable Nature, 


I confeſs, I have always looked upon the African Trade 
as one of the Principal Branches of our Foreign Commerce ; 
and more eſpecially as the Welfare and Proſperity of all 
our Colonies and Plantations in America ſo greatly depend 

upon it; I think it capable of being inlarged and extended 
far beyond what moſt People imagine; I think there is 
room enough for a Joint-Stock Company, and for all the 


| ſeparate Traders too: I am for no Limitations upon the 


Company, or upon the ſeparate Traders, as to the Capital, 
which they may ſeyerally judge neceſſary to be e ee 
therein; neither am I for reſtraining the Company from 
carrying Negroes to the Plantations, or for hindering the 
private Merchants from trading under the Company's 


Forts, under proper Regulations. And I think there 


remain now but Three Points, which chiefly claim the 


Attention of the Public. 


The firſt is to make Proviſion for paying the the pre- 
ſent Company a reaſonable Confideration for their Property 


in Africa. 


The Second is to make a S Proviſion for the 
Maintenance and Support of the Britiſh Forts and Settle- 
ments, for the Benefit and Protection of the Britiſb Intereſt 


in general in thoſe — ſuitable to the Nature and Im- 


portance 


2 
portance of the Trade, and to the Honour and Dignity 
of this Kingdom: And had I an Hundred Votes, I 
would ſooner give them all for Five- and- twenty than 
for Five thouſand Pounds a Vear for ſuch a Service. 
And the Third is, to eftabliſh ſuch Regulations on the 
Coaſt of Africa, and eſpecially on the Gold. Coaſt, and 
in the River Gambia, where the Dangers and Inconve- 
niencies ariſing from Competitions in Trade chiefly lie, as 
may prevent the Black Merchants and Brokers from take- 
ing Ad vantage of our Diviſions, and from raiſing th Price 

of Negroes to any exorbitant Degree upon the Company, 
or upon the ſeparate Traders: And for this Purpoſe I 
humbly ſubmit the following Heads to the Conlideration 
of better Judges, 
Eirſt, That the ſeparate Traders of London, Briſtol, and 
 Leverpool, be impowered to chuſe each one Deputy, to 
meet the Company once every Year in London; and to 
conſult and agree upon the ſeveral Rates, which the re- 
ſpective Parties ſhall be allowed to charge in the Invoices of 
their Export to Africa, along with the prime Coſts of the 
ſaid Exports, for Freight, Inſurances, and other Charges 
in Great Britain or Ireland; and in caſe of diſagreeing, 
to ſubmit the Matters in Diſpute to the Lords of Trade. 
Secondly, That the ſeparate Traders of London, Briſtol, 
and Leverpool, be impowered to appoint each one De- 
puty to reſide either at Cape Coaſt Caſtle,. or at Anama- 
boe 3 and that they, and the Company's Three chief Agents 
at Cape Coaſt Caſtle, or the major Part of them for the Time 
being, be impowered to limit and fix the higheſt Price in 
Sterling Money, according to Inyoice, which the Com- 
pany and the private Traders ſhall be allowed to give to 
any of the Natives of Africa for the beſt Negroes, and 
for Gold and Elephants Tecth, gc. and to raiſe and fall 
ſuch Prices from time to time, as ey ſhall judge neceſſary 
and convenient. e e 
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Thirdly, That the Company and the ſeparate Traders 
be at Liberty to deal with one another for Negroes or 
Goods, upon ſuch Terms and Conditions as they can agree 
between themſel ves upon the Spot; or to diſpoſe of their 
Negroes and Goods otherwiſe, as they ſhall ſeverally ſee fit: 
But neither Party to be allowed to exceed the higheſt Ne- 
groe Price, for any Negroes which they ſhall purchaſe of 
the Dutch, or any other foreign Nation on the Coaſt. 

And, Fourthly, That the like * be eſtabliſhed 
in the River Gambia. 

In my humble Opinion, ſuch Regulations duly obſetved, 
and enforced under proper Penalties, would be attended 
with more and far greater Advantages to all the Parties 
concerned, as well as to the Britiſb Colonies and Plantations, 
than I can now take upon me to deſcribe. 


London, Feb. 20. 
1749. 


* 
—— 


